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The purpose of the policy is to give a clear outline of the important elements involved in teaching and 

learning mathematics. 

 

The policy will provide structures and information to support staff, enabling the provision of a broad, 

balanced, mathematical education that is delivered through a programme that ensures continuity and 

progression. 

DEFINITIONS OF MATHEMATICS 

 
Mathematics is a kind of knowledge, which is highly adaptable.  It is a powerful tool, which can be 

used to unlock the mysteries, which are present in our everyday lives.  Mathematics provides us with 

the ability to solve problems and to make sense of the world in which we live.  Mathematics is, above 

all, a creative subject which can be explored and result in rich experiences that will develop human 

potential and intellect. 

THE AIMS AT CHURCH ASTON INFANT SCHOOL 

 
 To develop fully children’s confidence in their own mathematical abilities so that they can 

work independently and co-operatively developing the ability to try out ideas and learn from 

mistakes 

 To present mathematics to the children in an interesting, stimulating way based upon practical 

activities and experiences 

 To encourage children to use their own methods of computation and show initiative in 

problem-solving 

 To enable children to be aware of the structures and relationships within Mathematics so that 

they develop a fascination for the subject and are able to apply it to everyday experiences 

 To enable every child to achieve their full potential in mathematics whatever their ability 

 To develop relationships with parents and enable them to support their child’s learning 

through the use of “Maths Boxes” 

 To monitor and assess each child’s mathematical development and achieve an informed and 

accurate picture of progress made 

GUIDELINES 

 
Mathematics is a core curriculum area and the teaching in school is based on the new National 

Curriculum 2013. 

 
Teaching and Learning should focus on: 

 
 Introductory teaching to assess and review learning 

 Direct teaching of new knowledge, skills and concepts, with opportunities to practise and 

apply learning 
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 Interactive whole class teaching 

 Consolidation and further practice 

 Interim review of achievement and progress 

 Intervention support with groups 

 Enquiry, extension enrichment work, problem solving, reasoning 

 Summary assessment of progress in each area 

LESSONS 

 
Mathematics is taught as a discreet subject.  In addition it is used across the curriculum to extend 

ideas in other subjects and these subjects are used within mathematics, e.g. stories as a stimulus for 

mathematical ideas and the use of ICT to support learning. 

 

Long-term planning covers the requirements of the Mathematics Curriculum; 

 

 Number - number and place value 

Number – addition and subtraction 

Number – multiplication and division 

Number - fractions 

 Measurement 

 Geometry – properties of shapes 

Geometry – position and direction (Year 1) 

Geometry – statistics (Year 2) 

 
Medium-term plans specify the planned content for mathematics and detail the work that will be 

taught for each half term.  The planning format is developed by each class teacher to suit individual 

needs. 

 

Short-term planning is done on a daily basis; it outlines the learning objectives, success criteria, 

additional activities to support children who need extra or extended help and differentiated activities 

for groups of children. 

ASSESSMENT 
 

Assessment is an integral part of the learning process.  It allows teachers to; 

 

 gain insights into how individual children learn 

 diagnose particular learning difficulties 

 report clearly what children know and can do 

 plan subsequent experiences for children in order to secure progression 

 evaluate the effectiveness of the experiences they have provided for the children 
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Assessment should be planned into lessons and will not necessarily be taken by all pupils at the same 

time, but may be within group work. 

 

It must satisfy the criteria set out above if it is to be relevant, meaningful and worthwhile.  It is the 

process, which will inform our judgements of children’s performance and achievements at the end of 

the Foundation Stage and at the end of Key Stage 1. 

 
The children and teachers will set targets together, which will be reviewed regularly. 

 

The statements from the National Curriculum are used as a form of assessment for individual children 

in all year groups. The assessment grids inform future planning. Each half term the children’s 

attainment and progress in Key Stage 1 is recorded. Children are deemed to be ‘Working Towards’, 

‘Working At’ or ‘Working Above’ the expected standard for their year group. Children working within 

Foundation Stage are assessed using Early Years Outcomes.   

 

The staff review a sample of pupils’ work from each class to ensure that judgements about levels are 

consistent.  

 

At the end of Year 2 pupils undertake end of KS1 Statutory Assessments during the Summer Term 

which contribute to the teachers’ assessments carried out throughout Key Stage 1. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

 
We encourage all children to reach their full potential through identifying their needs and taking 

account of age, gender, S.E.N., disability and cultural diversity. 

 
Including all children 

 
For children working significantly below the level of their class or group, learning objectives related to 

the aspect on which the whole class is working should be chosen as much as possible. However, they 

should be right for each child at each stage of their learning and development. If, with appropriate 

access, strategies and support, a child cannot work towards the same learning objective as the rest of 

the class, teachers may want to track back to an earlier objective.  

 

Children who are working well above the overall level of their class or group will benefit from planning 

that may: 

 

 add breadth (for example enrichment through a broader range of content, tasks and 

resources) 

 increase depth (for example extension through complexity) 

 accelerate the pace of learning by tracking forward to future objectives within or across key 

stages 
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RESOURCES 

 
A range of maths resources including published resources and ICT programmes and hardware are 

available in school and are used to support an individual teacher’s own ideas. 

 

Interactive Teaching Programmes and the use of Interactive White Boards are frequently used to 

enhance learning and for whole class teaching. 

 

Maths resources appropriate to each year group are held in that class base. 

 

Individual Maths boxes are funded jointly by school and the Friends of the School and are issued to 

each child on entry to school.  These are differentiated for each year group and updated with new 

ideas. 

 


